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Arden Cruickshank

The New Zealand Housing Foundation propose constructing a 29 Lot affordable housing development on land owned by Auckland Council at 1 Trent Street,
Avondale (Lot 1 DP 129217). This property is designated a Special Housing Area
(SHA). The house formerly located on it is a late 19th century villa, and it and
its curtilage are recorded as archaeological site R11/2917 in the New Zealand
Archaeological Association (NZAA) Site Recording Scheme (SRS). Following an
archaeological assessment carried out by CFG Heritage Ltd (Campbell et al 2014)
the Housing Foundation applied for an archaeological authority from Heritage
New Zealand Pouhere Taonga (HNZPT) to modify or destroy the in-ground
archaeology on the site. Authority 2015/715 was granted on 29 January 2015 and
earthworks, primarily topsoil stripping, were monitored between 4 March and 23
June 2015.
The villa was relocated prior to the archaeological monitoring being undertaken, and had been recorded as part of the original assessment of the property
(Campbell et al 2014). The monitoring included investigating and mapping the
footings of the house and an attempt to relocate any related structures.

1. Location of 1 Trent
St, showing archaeological sites (red) and
listed heritage buildings (blue) recorded in
the vicinity.

R11/2191, Star Mill

R11/1509, Pollen Brickworks

Carr House
Lot 1 DP 129217

R11/2207 historic stone wall
R11/2247 quarry, railbridge

St Jude’s
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Background
Trent Street is located within the Auckland suburb of Avondale, in the western portion of the Tamaki Isthmus. It is situated within a gently rolling landscape, which
slopes gradually downhill from Owairaka / Mt Albert towards the Waitemata
Harbour and Whau River (Figure 1). The landscape has been heavily modified
through residential and commercial construction and the associated roadways and
railway. The property at the time of assessment (Campbell et al 2014) was heavily overgrown, with both trees and invasive weeds obscuring much of the ground
surface.
There were three additional structures located on the property: a basic carport /
shed to the north west of the villa, and the remnants of two sheds behind the house
to the east. The carport appeared to be reasonably modern, with asbestos panelling
around the bottom and a square-type corrugated iron panel on the rear of the
building. The two sheds were not able to be assessed, as one had been removed
and only the concrete footings remained, and the other had collapsed and had no
discernible structure left.
Prior to being moved offsite, the villa had been occupied by vagrants and suffered considerable cosmetic damage although structurally it appears to remain
sound. The most serious damage was caused by a fire on the north west corner of
the villa bay, which had badly scorched the exterior of the building. A number of
elements were removed from the house, including the front door and various metal
fixtures, presumably for scrap.
Pre-European Maori history
Pre-European Maori settlement of the area was primarily around the pa at
Owairaka / Mt Albert and Te Whau / Blockhouse Bay (Oates 1994). Settlement
and land use around the Rosebank Peninsula concentrated on the coastal margins
of the Waitemata Harbour and the Whau River.
The Whau River was an important feature for local Maori, and was used as a
portage and food source. This portage, linking the Waitemata Harbour with the
Manukau Harbour, worked as part of a larger network of portages in operation
around north west Auckland (Hooker 1997). It was also a seasonal hunting ground
for the migratory bar-tailed godwit which, heavy with fat for their migration to
Siberia, were only able to gain enough altitude to skim over the trees of the portage
where they would be ambushed and struck down by hunters hiding in the canopy
(Sewell 1984: 3).
19th and 20th century history
Avondale and the surrounding area was part of the 1841 Crown purchase from
Ngati Whatua. The first known European settler in the area was John Adam in
1843. Subdivision of the area commenced in 1844 and, following the allocation of
Crown Grants, several settlers moved in.
In the early 1850s Daniel Pollen set up his brickworks on the bank of the
Whau River, originally producing bricks and later table wares. The brickworks
site, R11/1509, was archaeologically excavated in the 1980s (Best and Clough
1988). Exler and Sons also established a pottery that made glazed tiles, table wares
and flower pots in 1877, about the time Pollen’s works closed down. Other early
Avondale industries included Best’s varnish works, the Star mill, later Garret’s tannery (R11/2191), and Gittos’ tannery. The surrounding area was cleared and used
mainly for grazing livestock.
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Roads and bridges improved throughout the 1850s and 60s and regular horse
drawn omnibus services between Henderson and Auckland were soon established,
running through Avondale. Several churches were built during this period, and
the post office was constructed in 1863. The town centre continued to grow and in
1868 the Great North Road was constructed. The railway, which runs adjacent to 1
Trent Street, was opened in 1880, followed by a primary school in 1882. Avondale
Racecourse was built in 1889, although horse racing had been part of the Avondale
sporting scene since at least 1874.
Grazing of livestock gradually gave way to orcharding and market gardening,
which remained important into the 1950s. Avondale became a borough in 1922,
which was absorbed into Auckland City in 1927 (Oates 1994; Truttman 2003).
Property Ownership
The property is part of an original Crown Grant awarded to Marmon (no first
name given) in 1845. The property then passed through numerous hands until it
became the Ingleton Estate, which was subdivided by the owners Messrs B. Gittos
and Sons in 1884. An advertising poster made for the sale of the land shows buildings south of the railway line but not in the area that would become 1 Trent St
(Figure 2). A parcel consisting of Lot 6 and Part Lot 7 (that would later become Lot
1 DP 129217) was initially sold in 1885 to W.B. Jackson. He filed for bankruptcy in
1892, and the land was sold by the creditors to recoup costs.
The land was subsequently purchased by William Geared who appears to have
also secured Lot 5. He took out a mortgage on these properties to Walter D. Hill
in 1895 (Deeds Index 19A: 274). The value of this mortgage is not known and may
have been for the purchase of the land or for building the house. There is no record
of the mortgage being discharged. Geared is mentioned as exhibiting in the 1902
Avondale Horticultural Show (New Zealand Herald XXXIX (11890): 6, 15 February
1902). It is likely that he was living in Avondale at the time, indicating that the
house probably predates 1902. Later that year he sold the property to one Adams.
In 1914, there was a mortgage from the National Bank of New Zealand made out
to Alfred Otto for Lots 4,5,6 and Part Lot 7 (Deeds Index 19A: 274). This purchase
agreement mentions buildings, but not the house specifically. It seems probable
that a mortgage to a bank was for the purchase of the land with a building on it.
Two photos of the house dating to 1915, presumably from the time of Otto’s occupation. These photos show an established garden (Figures 3 and 4), indicating that
Otto bought the property with the house on it. It is assumed that the house dates
to Geared’s occupation after 1895. Following this, the land was on-sold a few times
and it ended up in the hands of the Oddfellows Society in 1916. The lots had all
been combined by this stage, and Station Road, which had initially been set aside
as a right of way for Lots 4, 5 and 6 is no longer enforced. The size and shape of the
property appears to be the same as it is today. Again, there is mention of buildings
on the land, but not the house specifically. The property passed through multiple
owners before it was acquired by the Auckland City Council in 1980.
Methodology
Topsoil stripping was undertaken in two phases, to fit in with construction plans.
Phase one, which covered most of the property including the location of the villa
and modern sheds was completed on 24 March 2015. Asbestos contamination of
the soil limited recording. Phase two concentrated on the area which was used as
a loading bay and office space and was completed on 23 June 2015. Approximately
25% of the property is within a scrub covered gully which was not investigated as
it is not included in the development.
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2. Detail of poster for
the sale of Ingleton
Estate in 1884 (Sir
George Grey Special
Collections, Auckland
Libraries, NZ Map
4497-21).

3. Photo of the house
at 1 Trent St dating
to around 1915
(Avondale–Waterview
Historical Society).
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4. Photo of the house
at 1 Trent St dating
to around 1915
(Avondale–Waterview
Historical Society).

Topsoil stripping was undertaken using a 20 tonne hydraulic excavator with
a 1500mm weed bucket. All stripping was monitored by an archaeologist who
cleaned up and investigated any potential features as they were exposed.
The Villa
The following description of the villa is condensed from the assessment report
(Campbell et al 2014). At the time of assessment, the house had been subject to
vandalism, including fire, and the windows were boarded up.
Exterior
The house was a single bay villa with a T-plan roof and boxed gables. The corrugated iron roofing was a modern replacement, but a photo of the building from
around 1915 (Figure 3) shows that the original roof was also corrugated iron. It had
plain bargeboards and finials, and an L-shaped verandah that wrapped around
the house from the front door down the southern wall, terminating at the end of
Room 4.
The weatherboards were of a rusticated style, which became popular in the
1880s (Salmond 1986: 114). These were a uniform width around the house, including the later 20th century lean-to at the back (Rooms 7–10).
There was no trace of the original piles under the house, with the visible piles
clearly modern concrete replacements. The original floor joists remained in situ,
resting on the bottom plates of the exterior walls. The bearers which were present
appeared to be replacements associated with the re-piling of the building. There
were also no surviving chimney bases visible underneath the house.
As well as the lack of chimney bases, there were no chimneys visible on the
house. Historic photographs dating to around 1915 show the house with two brick
chimneys (Figures 3 and 4). One was located on the north wall of the building with
the other situated to the east but there is no indication of patching in the weatherboards to indicate their former location. The exterior seems to have been re-clad
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5. The front (western)
façade of the house
showing the boxed
gable end over the
bay with plain barge
boards and finial.
The balustrade of the
verandah is original
but the front steps are
replacements, with a
balustrade in similar
style.

with uniform weatherboards after the chimneys were removed – it is probable that
chimney removal and recladding occurred at the same time as the 1920s–30s addition of Room 6.
Curtilage
The historic photos (Figures 3 and 4) show a picket fence and barbed wire fence
located close to the house in 1915, indicating that at this stage there was a grazed
front paddock. The house was located on a large section and its seems probable that
the property was used for grazing and possibly orcharding and market gardening.
A hedge runs alongside the driveway which probably marks the property boundary. The location of fences, and hence the curtilage, would have been variable over
time. At the time of assessment there was very little in the way of defined curtilage,
with much of the property overgrown and unkempt.
Interior
As with the exterior, the interior is generally a classic turn-of-the-century villa,
with a modern (circa 1990s) kitchen and bathroom upgrade. It is currently a ten
room dwelling, of which five are part of the original building with a sixth probably
dating to around the 1920 or 30s. These rooms are numbered in Figure 6.
Room 1
This was the main bay room of the villa and would have been the parlour / sitting
room. It featured three sash windows in the bay, with two-pane windows in the
angles of the bay and a four-pane window in the centre. The side window on the
north wall is in a more modern style and would have been put in after the removal
of the chimneys. The door to the hallway (Room 2) appears original, although the
locks are recent replacements. The ceiling of the room is of board and batten. The
evidence of a former fireplace consists of a diagonal mark across the north corner of
the room in the ceiling indicating that there was a corner fireplace in this location,
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but there were no corresponding marks on the floorboards. The skirting boards in
this corner also showed signs of modification, as a join in the skirting on the north
west wall was visible. It is probable that the floorboards are replacements and that
the skirtings were also replaced using mouldings that matched the originals.
Recent vandalism to the wall between Room 1 and Room 5 revealed a series
of modifications to the structure of the wall. The original partition wall had an
opening inserted to allow communication between Room 1 and Room 5 toward
the southern end of the wall, which may have been placed to respect the location of
the corner fireplace. The lower ends of the truncated studs were visible within the
exposed section of framing.
The opening between the two rooms was then later infilled with sections of
stud, which did not align with the original stud locations, connected by timber
nogs. The spaces between the studs and nogs were packed with newspaper dating
to 1972, the probable time of reinstatement of the wall. Plasterboard had also been
used to line this wall, as opposed to the horizontal kauri sarking throughout the
rest of the room.
Room 2
This is the central hallway. It connects the four other original rooms with the front
entrance. There is a central archway with ornate corbels before the hallway narrows to lead to Rooms 4 and 5. The front door is probably an original rail and stile
door with a single upper pane of lead-lighted textured glass. This is echoed on
either side by sidelights of yellow textured glass.

6. Measured plan of
the house at 1 Trent
St (based on data
supplied by CKL Ltd).
Original, probably pre1900 parts of the house
are shaded yellow;
dark blue = doors; light
blue = windows; green
= probable fireplace
locations.
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7. Interior of the bay in
Room 1.

8. Diagonal mark in
the ceiling in Room 1,
indicating the location
of a corner fireplace.

Room 3
This room was likely to have been a bedroom. It had a four-pane sash window
in the southern wall and French doors opening onto the western verandah. The
skirting boards were probably 20th century replacements. A wardrobe had been
built into the corner, also in the 20th century. The door is an original four panelled
rail and style type, although the damaged panels and surrounding architrave have
been replaced. The ceiling of was board and batten and had survived without modification, although the cornices appeared to have been replaced.
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9. General view of
the hallway, Room 2,
with the door jamb
to Room 4 in the left
foreground, looking
toward the front door.

Room 4
This was probably the original kitchen. The historic photos (Figures 3 and 4) show a
single chimney on the back of the building which must relate to this room. Despite
close examination no trace of a former fireplace could be seen. French doors with
a transom window were present in the southeast wall, opening onto the southern
verandah. A four panelled rail and stile door with original rimlock was still present, providing access into the hallway. There is an intruding return in one corner
to provide for a cloakroom cupboard accessed from the hallway.
Room 5
This was probably the original master bedroom. It has been heavily modified
in a bungalow / faux Arts-and-Crafts style, with Oregon pine skirting boards,
non-structural ceiling ‘beams’ with a drop ceiling and a small bungalow style bow
window added in the northern wall. A large opening has been cut into the northeast wall to provide communication with Room 6. Stylistically, the alteration to
Room 5 dates to around the 1920s–30s.
The rooms original board and batten ceiling was still present although it had
been hidden from view. A triangular patch had been added in the west corner of
the ceiling that mirrored the modifications to the ceiling in Room 1 and indicates
a former corner fireplace, back-to-back with the Room 1 fireplace.
The door to the hallway is original and has an original latch. The makers plate
that has been damaged, but reads ‘[REGI]STERED / [H]&TV / […]373209’. H &
T Vaughan were an English lock manufacturer who began operating in the mid1850s and ceased trading in the 1920s when they were sold to Yale. The registration
mark indicates that the lock dates to after 1884 when registered design numbers
replaced the diamond shaped ‘kite marks.’ Stylistically it is typical of the 1890s, but
with the first part of the registration number missing it is not possible to be more
exact (Wesley Maguire pers. comm. 26 May 2014).
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10. Faux Arts-andCrafts ceiling beams in
Room 5.

11. Bungalow style bow
window in Room 5.

Room 6
Room 6 is a later lean-to addition to the house, probably dating to the 1920s or 30s,
at the same time as the alterations to Room 5 and the removal of the fireplaces and
chimneys. It has similar floorboards to Rooms 1–5 but these do not line up with
the floorboards in Room 5. There is a long bifold casement window in the northwest wall and a large curved bow window in the northeast wall, in the same style
as the small bow window in Room 5.
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12. The original H & T
Vaughan door latch in
Room 5.

Rooms 7–10
These rooms, a hallway, bathroom, back porch and kitchen respectively, are late
20th century lean-to additions and were not assessed.
Earthworks monitoring
During the topsoil stripping 11 features were uncovered which were associated
with historic use of the land. Six of these features (postholes and drainage ditches)
had no associated material that could be used for estimating age, so no analysis
beyond recording and mapping them was undertaken.
The first area investigated was the area where the villa was situated. The piles
were photographed and drawn in situ, but due to asbestos contamination in the
soil the area was not cleaned down to usual standards. Once the piles had been
recorded, the entire contaminated area where the house had been located was
removed and carted off site for disposal.
The foundations that were observed were all concrete footings and piles, which
appear to be part of a later re-piling of the house. The original wooden piles must
have been removed when they were replaced.
The 1915 photos (Figures 3 and 4) show two chimneys on the house, both of
which have since been removed. Some evidence of the chimney on the south west
side of the building was visible in the ceiling as an angled corner fireplace shared
by Rooms 1 and 5, but not on any internal or external walls, indicating extensive
reconstruction of the building during the 20th century. There was no evidence of
this chimney beneath the house. No evidence of the central chimney was visible
in the house but once it was removed a central hearth area with basalt blocks was
identified beneath the house (Figure 13). It appears to line up with the corner of
Room 4, where the hall cupboard was located. It is possible that the cupboard was
installed to cover up the hole in the floor after the fireplace was removed.
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13. Plan of features f0und during monitoring.

Associated artefacts
A representative sample of artefacts were retrieved from underneath the house
which were analysed by Jacqui Craig of CFG Heritage Ltd (Appendix A). These
included iron remnants of horse tack, glass and ceramic fragments and a piece of
leather which likely came from a harness. No pieces were able to be confidently
dated, but as an assemblage, it is likely that the pieces were deposited during the
first two decades of the 20th century.

13

Arden Cruickshank
CFG Heritage Ltd

14. The basalt blocks
in the centre of house
outlining the former
chimney base. Note the
concrete replacement
pile.

15. Featue 1 prior to excavation.

16. Feature 1 after excavation.

Feature 1
A dark area initially identified as an area of burning was uncovered 16 m north
of the house. The feature was excavated and a number of historic artefacts were
uncovered. It measured 1300 x 1200 mm x 200 mm deep but, as shown in Figure
15, it did not have clear edges. The high number of artefacts removed from the
feature meant it was not possible to half section it. No burning was noted on the
base of the feature or on the artefacts, so it is possible that the charcoal is from an
unrelated event.
A number of the artefacts (Appendix A) displayed company names, which
made identification easy, but unfortunately many of the companies used the same
style of container for decades, making dating difficult. All of the identifiable pieces
from this feature have an overlap in the early 20th century.
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Postholes (Features 2, 3 and 4)
Three postholes were identified in close proximity to each other in the northern
portion of the site. All three were square in plan and profile, and did not appear to
be in an alignment with any of the property boundaries. There was nothing identified within the post hole fill.
Drainage ditches (Features 5, 6 and 7)
Three drainage ditches were exposed, with two of them (Features 5 and 6) running in a north south alignment down the hill to the east of the house. The third

17. Drainage ditches
Features 6 and 7
intersecting in the
foreground.

18. Feature 8, an
alignment of clay field
tiles to the west of the
house.
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(Feature 7) runs in a south west direction from where it intersects with Feature 6.
These could have been installed to aid drainage around the house. Test pits were
dug into these ditches to check if they contained field tiles, but they do not appear
to have had anything in them. The fill was clean silt, and no rubbish was observed
in any of them.
Clay field tiles (Features 8, 9 and 10)
Three lengths of field tile drain were identified on the property. There were no maker’s marks identified on any of them. These lengths, with the exception of Feature
10 do not extend outside of the boundary, and may have been truncated through
subsequent land use.
Discussion
For a property which had been occupied for the better part of a century, there is a
distinct lack of information about land use. The first deed to mention structures
was from 1914, but it is more likely that the house dates to the late 19th century
occupation of Geared. The original part of the house has all of the characteristics
of a turn-of-the-century villa, with later additions and changes which have altered
the appearance.
The removal of the chimneys and replacement of the roof and weatherboards
probably happened at the same time as the 1920s–30s addition of Room 6, while
the chimney bases were probably removed when the house was repiled. It is not
clear exactly when these various works were undertaken. It is likely that a mortgage would have been taken out for the works, but the lack of information about
the property means it is not possible to ascertain which mortgage relates to which
works.
The lack of evidence of curtilage, other than the three post holes in the property
was surprising. Images of the house supplied by the Avondale Historical Society
(Figures 3 and 4) show a barbed wire fence and a picket fence in front of the house.
It would seem likely that other fence posts would have shown up demarcating not
only the house but other fenced off areas of the property.
Not only is there a lack of evidence of curtilage in the site, no evidence of an
outhouse or a well was uncovered during the works. The area where the sheds were
located was heavily modified but outhouses and wells are substantial structures,
and would require heavy modification of the landscape to remove them. It seems
likely that a rainwater tank was used for the water supply on the property, and
that the outhouse was in the vicinity of rooms 7–10, which were later modified
during the 20th century for the installation of a modern kitchen and bathroom.
Although having attached outhouses was rare in the 19th century, there are examples of them being attached to the rear verandah of houses in the late 19th century
(Salmond 1986: 144). It is likely that they utilised a night-soil collection service, or
disposed of their own effluent elsewhere on the property.
The presence of clay field tiles is not surprising, as the clay substrates present
within Auckland are often waterlogged during the wetter months which would
affect the fertility and productivity of the land. R.O. Clark was the first in the area
to begin production of field tiles in 1854 (Clough 2008: 13) and field tiles have been
in use since then. The lack of maker’s marks on the field tiles mean that it is not
possible to attach a date to the installation of these features.
Ploughing was evident on the site, especially in the northern portion of the
property where there appears to have been less damage caused by vegetation and
vehicle movement. This could have obscured the evidence of curtilage and minor
structures within the property.
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19. Plough lines in
northern corner of the
property

Other than the small collection of rubbish in Feature 1, there is a surprising
lack of farm related rubbish on the property. The material analysed from Feature
1 indicates it was likely deposited in the first two decades of the 20th century as a
single event. The lack of rubbish and evidence of use of the land most likely indicates a major clean-up of the property at some stage, possibly when Auckland
Council bought the property in the 1980s. This could have included modification
to the landscape, which would account for the limited number of postholes identified within the property.
Conclusion
Topsoil stripping of the property produced a number of features related to former
use of the land, most likely as an orchard or market garden. The installation of
drainage ditches and clay field tiles would have helped to control the excess water
on the property. The lack of evidence of curtilage is most likely the result of extensive ploughing and modification to the soil through horticultural practices.
The lack of any evidence of a well or outhouse indicates that the house most
likely was supplied by a rainwater tank, and that the outhouse was attached to the
house. Both of these additions were relatively common by the latter part of the
nineteenth century.
The material recovered from Feature 1 dates to the early 20th century and was
most likely the remnants of a crude rubbish dump. Other than this one patch of
rubbish, the property was relatively clear of rubbish, and may have been subject to
a major clean up at some stage.
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Appendix A Historic artefact
assemblage
Jacqueline Craig

An assemblage of historic artefacts from investigations undertaken at 1 Trent
Street Avondale (R11/2917) were analysed. These artefacts were collected from two
locations: Feature 1, which was a small rubbish pit; and the crawlspace below the
villa. This assemblage was only a representative sample of what was found, and
anything which could be positively identified as being modern (plastic, aluminium, etc.) was not collected. The assemblage was analysed as a whole by material
type, with emphasis on using relative dating to provide an estimate on when the
villa was built and when occupation first began at the site.
Ceramics
The majority of ceramics (13 pieces) are Blue Willow pattern. At least four different vessels are represented; three plates and one teacup. Two plates are identical,
with the same part of the base and identical pattern. The third plate is thinner
and smaller in diameter. All the rims except one show a line of gilt below beading
on rim. Four of the rim pieces are scalloped, two are not. Most of the pieces have
a fine, dark high-quality transfer print, but at least one is coarser and lighter in
colour. Also present are two small pieces of two high quality flow black patterns,
a green ivy-leaf pattern and a small jug with a poor-quality purple transfer print
of Greek keys around the rim inside and out and two lines of a scroll and wreath
pattern on the body. The body itself has moulded relief panels. None of these have
maker’s marks but the presence of colours other than blue suggests the late 1800s.
There is one ceramic bottle marked R. FURNESS / FRUIT PRESERVER /
TRADE MARK / AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND. R. Furness was established
in 1889 by Robert Furness and had various locations around Auckland at Official
Bay, Beach Road Mechanics Bay, Stanley Street and Fort Street. Their jam jars
were imported from Maling of Newcastle upon Tyne (Henson 2011). Furness died
in 1892 (Auckland Star, 10 March 1892: 8) and was succeeded at the company by
his brother who began trading as C.H. Furness & Co. around 1907 (New Zealand
Herald, 5 June 1907: 1).
Glass
Pharmaceutical and food bottles comprise the majority of the Trent Street glass
and most are largely, or completely, intact. The bottles that are identifiable are discussed below, several others are plain.
Hayward Bros. / Registered Trademark / Flag Brand / Pickles
Hayward Bros were established in Christchurch in 1890 (formerly the New Zealand
Pickle and Sauce Co.). The pickle bottles were made in Melbourne. The bottle dates
to circa 1880–1920s (http://www.aucklandmuseum.com/collection/object/am_
humanhistory-object-616696. Accessed 23/05/16).
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Eccles Chemist / Auckland
This clear glass bottle comes from the pharmacy of Alexander Eccles, who began
his career in Napier in 1886. In 1903 he was running a large pharmacy in Auckland
(Orsman 1991). How long Eccles’ pharmacy operated is not known.
Re-carbonated / P.B. / Fluid Magnesia
Fluid Magnesia was used as a laxative and as a remedy for acidity, indigestion,
heartburn, and gout. It was originally developed by Sir James Murray & Son in
the early 1800s. He patented it within the Commonwealth so presumably this
bottle was produced by the company, although it’s noted that the company had
problems with counterfeit products produced elsewhere. Fluid Magnesia was
popularised after Murray’s death in 1871 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_
Murray_%28physician%29#cite_ref-7 Accessed 23 May 2016).
W.H. Woollams / Chemist / Auckland, N.Z. / 3viii. // 6994 and a trident below
William Henry Woollams established a pharmacy in Ponsonby in 1897, and one
on Queen Street in 1903. He sold these two pharmacies in the mid-1920s and
opened one on the corner of Symonds Street and Newton Road (Auckland Star, 29
December 1945: 2).
Cooper’s / Tora-line / For coughs & colds
Advertised in the New Zealand Herald between 1903 and 1920, “Obtainable at all
leading Chemists, 1s and 2s” (New Zealand Herald, 8 January 1903: 1).
Elliman’s / Royal / Embrocation / for horses / manufactory / Slough
The embrocation (a liquid used for rubbing on the body to relieve pain from sprains
and strains) was first sold in 1847, as a rub for animals. By 1911 it was being sold in 42
countries. Elliman’s Embrocation is now made by GlaxoSmithKline (http://www.
sloughhistoryonline.org.uk/ixbin/hixclient.exe?a=query&p=slough&f=generic_
theme.htm&_IXFIRST_=1&_IXMAXHITS_=1&%3Dtheme_record_id=sl-sl-elliman. Accessed 23 May 2016). Based on a photo of an Elliman’s bottle with
stopper on the Dorset Diggers blog (http://dorsetdiggers.blogspot.co.nz/2013/06/
dorset-diggers-have-bottle.html. Accessed 23 May 2016), the glass stopper in the
assemblage most likely belongs to this bottle.
Metal
The small assemblage contains a small wrench and part of a door lock mechanism,
as well as horse harness hardware: a pair of round double slides, each with an
attached o-ring and three layer loops.
Leather
There are two segments of heavy leather strap, each made from three layers of
thinner leather sewn together along the sides. These are presumably from a horse
harness.
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21. Glass bottles from the site: a, Elliman’s Royal Embrocation; b, Hayward’s Flag Brand Pickle; c, Eccles Chemist;
d, Re-carbonated Fluid Magnesia; e, Cooper’s Tora-line; f, unmarked pharmaceutical bottle; g, W.H. Woolams.

22

1 Trent Street
Artefacts

0

22. Metal and leather
horse harness from the
site.

50
mm

Conclusions
The artefact assemblage from 1 Trent Street is largely comprised of transfer printed
ceramics, preserve and pharmaceutical bottles and articles associated with horses
such as hardware for tack. The Blue Willow plates, fragments of other ceramics,
and the preserve and pharmaceutical bottles suggest a domestic setting, while the
presence of horses on the site is indicated by the Elliman’s bottle and the fragments
of harness. While several of the bottles in the assemblage contained a product that
was produced from the 19th century well into the 20th, and others were firmly in
the 20th century only, the first decade or so of the 20th century seems to be when
all the date ranges overlap. There are only two that can be placed within a limited
date range: the Furness fruit jar, which can’t be earlier than 1889 and not much
later than 1907 when the company changed its name, and the Cooper’s Tora-line
bottle, which was advertised between 1903 and 1920.
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