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Howick Stockade remediation 
works: archaeological monitoring 

(HPA authority 2011/512)

Auckland Council has undertaken  remediation works  at the Howick Stockade, 
recorded as archaeological site R11/326 in the New Zealand Archaeological 
Association (NZAA) Site Recording Scheme (SRS). Works were carried out on the 
stockade to bolster the southern bank with imported turfs in 2011, which was not 
supervised or included as part of the works authorised by Th e New Zealand Historic 
Places Trust (NZHPT, now Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga, Heritage NZ) 
under authority 2011/512. Aft er advice from Bickler (2012) and Cruickshank and 
Campbell (2014) and liaison with Heritage NZ, Auckland Council decided to 
remove the turfs and remediate three areas where slumping has been identifi ed to 
minimise the potential damage caused by erosion. Th ese works were carried out 
on the 27th and 28th of May 2014 Mark McKean, Ian Aleki and Sonny Titau of 
Envirotech Maintenance and Arden Cruickshank of CFG Heritage Ltd.

Background
Archaeological

East Tamaki, with its accessibility to the Hauraki Gulf and the Manukau Harbour 
via the Tamaki River and Otahuhu Portage was an important strategic location. 

Sites
Pre-European Maori
Historic

R11/326 Howick StockadeR11/326 Howick Stockade

1. Location of the 
Howick Stockade, 
R11/326, showing 
archaeological sites 
recorded in the vicinity.
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Th e pre-European sites in Figure 1 include several pa, numerous middens as well as  
pit and terrace sites, indicating that horticulture and marine resource exploitation 
were important activities.

Although Howick Stockade is located on the highest point in the area and on a 
clear day there are views as far as Great Barrier Island to the north and the Hunua 
ranges to the south, there is no recorded evidence of pre-European occupation on 
Stockade Hill. It is probable that the hill was heavily modifi ed and when they built 
the stockade, but you would expect some surface evidence to be noted at the time.

Colonial history

Due to Maori unrest in the North Island during the 1840s, Governor George Grey 
requested additional troops to protect the European settlers around Auckland. Th e 
English Parliament approved the formation of Th e New Zealand Fencible Corps, 
which consisted of British army veterans with at least fi ft een years of service, many 
of which had served in Afghanistan, India and China. Th ese ‘pensioners’ were given 
an acre of land and a two room cottage which aft er seven years’ service they would 
own freehold. Four Fencible settlements were established in the greater Auckland 
area at Onehunga, Panmure, Otahuhu and Howick (Alexander et al. 1997: 87).

Howick was the largest of the settlements, with approximately 300 Fencible 
pensioners and their families. Although placed in a strategic location overlooking 
the Tamaki River to the north and the Hauraki Gulf to the south, it was said to be 
too far away from Auckland to defend it (Alexander et al. 1997: 51). While the pen-
sioners were promised houses, they arrived to bare land, and lived in raupo huts 
for up to two years awaiting the construction of their cottages. During these early 
years, the Fencibles provided the labour necessary to develop the village and build 
and maintain roads to link Howick to the rest of the region.

In the 1860s fear of Maori incursions into Auckland led to a series of defen-
sive locations being built. Th e inhabitants of Howick, long considered as being too 
far away to defend Auckland from attack no doubt felt isolated. In 1863 a defen-
sive Redoubt was built on an elevated military reserve on Picton Street, later to be 
known as Stockade Hill.

Little is known about the construction of the stockade, and what it actually 
contained. Th ere have been confl icting 
reports that refer to the building(s) con-
tained within the defensive ditches as a 
picquet or a blockhouse (McKenzie 1972: 
14). Th ere are no drawings or descriptions 
of the structure, and any information that 
would have been recorded by the Howick 
Roading Board was destroyed by fi re in 
1927 (McKenzie 1972: 15).

Th e best description comes from a 
newspaper article in 1923, which describes 
the old stockade as “…built of thick galva-
nised iron to protect the buildings erected 
to shelter the women and children in the 
event of a Maori rising” (New Zealand 
Herald 13 February 1923: 3). It is likely that 
there were multiple structures contained 
within the stockade which, when sold 1873, 
were described as a galvanised iron build-
ing with two wooden blockhouses (Daily 
Southern Cross 05 April 1873: 4) (Figure 2).

2. Newspaper article 
describing the sale 

of buildings form 
the stockade (Daily 
Southern Cross 05 

April 1873: 4).
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Later history

Th e Stockade has been subject to modifi cation since it was decommissioned. As 
mentioned above, the iron plates that made up the stockade and the wooden block-
houses that furnished the site were sold at auction in 1873, most likely for scrap.

In 1921 the ditch and walls of the stockade were rejuvenated and a monument 
commemorating WWI was erected inside it (New Zealand Herald 1 January 1921: 
4). In 1936 a trig station was installed (SO 28853).

In 1929, aft er a plentiful water supply had been secured at nearby Pigeon Hill, 
Stockade Hill was chosen as the location a water reservoir to service Howick. Th is 
was completed in 1930, and required major modifi cation to the hill (New Zealand 
Herald 19 July 1930: 9). Th e Reservoir tanks were recently removed and the area 
was recontoured.

Methodology

Th ere were two main objectives of the remediation works at Stockade Hill. Th e 
fi rst was to repair a slump on the northern bank, and the second to remove the 
imported turfs that were placed on the southern bank.

All works were to be carried out by hand, and with the assistance of a one 
tonne hydraulic excavator. All imported turfs were removed from site to landfi ll 
and the remediated slumps were to be covered up with geo-textile to protect them 
until they were hydro-seeded with grass. Th e works were carried out in four stages: 

metres
100

remediated turfs

slump

3. Location of turfs 
removed and slumps 
remediated.
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Stage 1 was remediating the slump on the northern bank; Stage 2 was removing the 
imported turfs on the southern bank; Stage 3 was remediating slumps discovered 
underneath the imported turfs; and Stage 4 was the fi nal hydro-seeding of the site.

Stage 3 was not part of the original scope of works, and was only determined 
once Stage 2 had been completed following liaison with and approval from approval 
from Heritage NZ.

Results

Th ese works are discussed below by their relevant stages. No 19th century or older 
cultural material was recovered during the remediation works.

4. The slump in the 
northern bank prior to 

remediation.

5. The slump in the 
northern bank after 

remediation.
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Stage 1

During an initial site visit in summer, during a period of prolonged dry weather, it 
was noted that the ground along the top of the northern bank was deeply cracked. 
Th e slumping in the bank is probably related to cracking of this kind, where a 
chunk of bank has cracked and fallen away.

Th e slumped dirt was removed by hand and placed and compacted by foot into 
the appropriate gap in the wall. Excess grass was removed so that there was a clean 
surface for the hydro-seeding to be applied to (Figures 4 and 5).

Stage 2

Th e imported turfs on the southern bank were removed by hand and by using a one 
tonne hydraulic excavator to carefully peel the layers of turf off . Th e fi nal removal 
and cleaning of the surface was done with shovel and rake. Th e fi nal surface is fl ush 
with the rest of the grass until approximately ten meters from the south eastern 
corner where there appears to be some original wall remaining but with slumped 
material bought out of the ditch and redeposited to build the wall up. As this was 
not imported material like the turfs it was decided to leave it in situ. Th e existing 
grass was removed to provide a good surface for the hydro-seeding to be applied.

Stage 3

Once the imported turfs had been removed 
two slumps were noted along the southern 
bank of a similar to the one in the north-
ern bank. Th ese had been fi lled with turfs to 
create an even level. Th ese turfs were removed 
and soil from the related slumps in the ditch 
was brought up to even out the surface, in a 
similar method to Stage 1.

Stage 4

Hydro-seeding was carried out on the areas 
mentioned above to help prevent erosion. 
Th ere was some cracking along the northern 
bank which was also seeded in an attempt to 
bind the soil., although it is unlikely that the 
seed in these cracks will geminate, as it needs 
loose soil to be eff ective.

Slumping in the south eastern corner

At the same time that the turfs were placed on 
the southern wall a slump at the south eastern 
corner of the stockade below the bastion was 
remediated. It was noted by Bickler (2012) 
that this repair may be unstable, however 
during the current works it was observed that 
this repair seems to have held, and does not 
appear to have eroded. Th is will need to be 
monitored and rectifi ed if it does start to slip, 
especially during inclement weather.

6. The turfs on the 
southern bank prior to 
removal.
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7 (above right). Turfs 
during removal from the 
south western end of the 

wall. 

8 (right). The wall after 
removal of turfs, with 
the remaining wall at 
the south eastern end 

left in situ.

9 (below). Slumps in 
the southern bank after 

remediation.
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10 (above). Hydro-seeding 
in: left, the southern bank; 
right, the slump in the 
northern ditch. 

11 (left). Damage and 
unconsented repair to 
slump in the south east 
corner in 2011 (inset) and 
2012 (from Bickler 2012).

12 (below left). Repaired 
slump in the south eastern 
corner in May 2014 
below the hydro-seeded 
southern wall.
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Conclusion

Th e Howick Stockade is an example of a typical 19th century military defensive 
structure. It has been modifi ed over the years, with the original buildings removed 
in the 1870s and a trig station, WWI monument and minor amenities installed 
since then. Although it was never used for its intended purpose and it has been 
modifi ed for other purposes, it is still easily accessed and interpreted.

Th ere have been multiple phases of remediation carried out on the stockade 
since it was decommissioned in the late 19th century. Although this is usually car-
ried out with the best intentions, it can actually detract from the heritage value 
of the site. A recent attempt at rejuvenating the southern wall of the stockade in 
2011 was unconsented and has removed at the request of Auckland Council and 
Heritage NZ. Several slumps were remediated and hydro-seeded to prevent ero-
sion. Th e remediation that occurred in the south east corner of the site in 2011 was 
not modifi ed as it seems to have held, but it will need to be monitored to see that it 
does not begin to slip. If it does, then it too will need to be rectifi ed.
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